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The English Section
World Events of 2011

- January 14: Confronted with a massive popular movement which unleashes unrest across the

Arab world, Tunisia's authoritarian president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali flees the country, after 23

years in power.

- February 11: In Egypt, with massive crowds filling the central Tahrir Square in Cairo, Hosni

Mubarak becomes the next Arab leader to step down, and hands over power to the military.

Nearly 850 civilians are killed in the revolt. Mubarak, who had been in power since 1981, goes

on trial in August.

» - February 15-16: A rebellion erupts in Benghazi, Libya's second-biggest city against the 42-

year-old regime of Moamer Kadhafi. On March 19, French, US and British forces launch UN-

mandated air strikes, before handing over command to NATO on March 31. The opposition

creates the National Transitional Council, which is recognised by the UN and over 60 countries.

- February 22: In New Zealand's city of Christchurch a devastating 6.3 temblor kills just over 200
people.

{ - March 11: A massive earthquake and tsunami devastates northeastern Japan, leaving 20,000

! people dead or missing and unleashing a nuclear crisis at the Fukushima plant, the worst since

) the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.

f - March 15: Syria becomes the next Arab country to face popular protests, which are heavily put

¢ down by the security forces. More than 4,000 people die in months of unrest, according to the

UN. The regime of President Bashar al-Assad faces international pressure over the repression

¢y and Syria is later suspended from the Arab League.

) - April 29: Britain's Prince William and his bride Kate Middleton marry with huge crowds and a

f global TV audience watching Britain's biggest royal celebration for three decades. They become

¢ the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.

> - May 2: Al-Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden, believed responsible for the September 11, 2001

¢ attacks on the United States, is shot dead by UScommandos in Pakistan after al0-

J yearmanhunt.

i - June 22: US President Barack Obama decides to bring 33,000 US surge troops home from

¢ Afghanistan by mid-2012. On July 17 Afghanistan begins handing responsibility for security from

NATO soldiers to its own troops.

{ - July 22: 77 people are killed in massive twin bombing and shooting spree by a right-wing

) extremist Anders Behring Breivik in Norway. He is later judged insane.

) - August 4: The police shooting of a 29-year-old black man in Tottenham, north London,

¢ provokes rioting in the capital and beyond. Across England, five people are killed and hundreds

¢ of shops looted, with some set alight.

U - September 20: Burhanuddin Rabbani, Afghanistan's former president tasked with finding a

! peace deal with the Taliban, is assassinated in a turban suicide attack.

) - October 7: Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Liberian "peace warrior" Leymah Gbowee,

f and Yemen's Arab Spring activist Tawakkul Karman win the Nobel Peace Prize. assembly.

¢ - November 12: Silvio Berlusconi becomes the latest leader to lose his job over the Eurozone

financial crisis, resigning amid Italy's 1,900-billion-euro debt burden. He is replaced by

¢ technocrat Mario Monti, who vows to balance the Italian budget by 2013.

) - December 5: France and Germany call for a rewrite of the EU treaty to set uniform tough

f budget standards across the Eurozone,

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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